INTRODUCTION
Sixty-four years after its publication, Robert H. McCauley, Jr.'s The Reptiles of Maryland and the District of Columbia remains the only work of great importance in Maryland herpetology. This book, published by the author in 1945, was based on his Ph.D. thesis completed in 1940 at Cornell University. Although McCauley's thesis bears a curiously modest and misleading title, A Distributional Study of the Reptiles of Maryland and the District of Columbia, the thesis is in fact a thorough, 394-page treatment of the biology of the state's 42 species of turtles, lizards and snakes. It differs in only one significant aspect from the published version: this difference is the omission, in the book, of the locality lists for ten species: Chelydra serpentina, Sternotherus odoratus, Chrysemys picta, Terrapene carolina, Coluber constrictor, Elaphe obsoleta (current name unsettled), Heterodon contortrix (= platirhinos), Natrix (= Nerodia) sipedon, Storeria dekayi and Thamnophis sirtalis. Of the two reviews of McCauley's book that I am aware of (Mansueti 1945; Conant 1946 ), Mansueti only alludes to this deficiency and Conant makes no mention of it (while making a baseless charge that the book "has a tendency toward verbosity"). McCauley himself gave no specific reason for his decision, except to suggest in the individual accounts that these ten species were widely distributed and thus, one presumes, in little need of documentation. However, for two species, S. odoratus and S. dekayi, he had relatively few records, including large sections of the state with no documentation. McCauley had somewhat better coverage for H. contortrix (= platirhinos); nonetheless, he provided locality lists for other species with roughly the same distribution and number of records. The remaining seven species are indeed widespread in the state; even so, for the sake of completeness McCauley should have listed them.
At the time McCauley was preparing his thesis, the serious study of herpetology in Maryland was nascent and systematic resources were few. Only the National Museum possessed a collection of any consequence, and its collection was largely confined to the District of Columbia and the adjacent suburbs of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties. As such, McCauley felt compelled to seek records wherever he could find them. Thus during the course of his field work, he examined specimens in the collections of 17 high schools and trusted the reports of several residents he met. Owing to the abundance of voucher specimens and records in permanent collections, a search of secondary educational institutions is unlikely today.
Of the 40 collections that McCauley (1940 It is beyond the scope of this compilation to account for all the specimens listed below, especially those bearing McCauley's initials (RHM). Generally McCauley's voucher specimens, which were divided between Cornell University and the National Museum, bear prefixes [L (lizard), S (snake) or T (turtle)] and his catalogue number. However, in a number of cases only McCauley's initials appear (I have stated them as "RHM no number"). This condition applies to both the thesis and the book, and McCauley does not provide an explanation. Presumably these specimens were ones that he identified in the field but did not catch, or for unknown reasons chose not to collect (e.g., Terrapene carolina). However, all specimen data in major museums were checked against information provided by those museums. In some cases, errors were identified and corrected. Changes in the names or status of localities and route numbers have also been recorded. Readers should consult McCauley (1940 for a fuller explanation of the parenthetical data, which consists of data sources and literature cited. Heterodon contortrix (= platirhinos) 
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